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Friendly Reader , | 


HE following matter being an Account of the 
| diftraining and taking away of the Goods of 
ſome of us, the People called Qu«ters in the City of 
Londow, becauſe we refuſed to Pay nnto the Pariſh 
Prieſts Tythes or certain Sums of mony,in Law exlled 
Tythes, We, the ſaid People, ſhall in Chriſtian Ter-1 
derneſs and Plainneſs render ſome Chriſtian Reaſons 
why we cannot pay or give Tythes co the Pariſh 
Priefts or Miniſters. 


Firſt, We are not Unbelieving Fews, but Real Chr5- 
ftians, therefore we cannot give or pay them Tyrhes. 
God commanded Tythes to be paid GED 
ſation of the Law, which came by AXfoſes, and thoſe 
Tythes wereordained for the Reliefof rhe Widdows, 
'Fatherleſs and Strangers, as well as for the Priefts. 
This command for paying and-reccivmng Tythes, as 
aforeſaid, comimied -_ orce amongſt the Fews, cill 
rY our 


a , x 


Tie PREFACE 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt came in the Fleſh, and had of. 
fered himſelf up through the Eternal Spirit 4 who by 
his one Offering put an End to thePrieſthood of Azron 
and Levi, together with their Temple and Tythes, 
and all the reſt of the Shadowy rings and Ser- 
vices: And as the Apoſtle faid, God diſennuled this 
Commandment for the Weakneſs and Unprofizblenci 
thereof ;, for th: Law made nothing Perfett, &Cc. For ſnch 
an High Prieſt becometh us, wha# Holy, Harmle ff, ſeparate 
from Sinners, &c, {ee Heb. 7.18, 19, 26. Andagain, 
The Prieſthood being changed, there us mage of — £ 
change of the Law, Verl. 13. So Chriſt by his One Of- 
fering hath Ecded this Diſpenſation of Tything above 

- Sixteen Hundred Years fiace. But w hen this Com+ 
mand was in Force, it was only:to the Natural Zews, 
and therefore no Concern of ours, who - are by 

; Nature Gentiles. | 

Second/y, Chriſt, who ended this Jewiſh Diſpenſa-. 
tion of Tything, did not ſet up 'T ythes againin the 

Goipel Diſpentativn, eitheramong Femrs or Gentiles, 

for the Maintenance of his Miniſters, (nor for any 
other uſe} bur contrary-wiſe commanded his Mint- 
ſt:rs, ſaying, Freely y- hve received, Freely give, &c. 
and whrſoever ſpall not hear you, nor receive your Words, 
when you depart out of that H1nſe or City, ſbake off the Duſt 
of your Feet, Mat. 10.7, 14. Again, But into whitſe- 
ever City ye enter, and they receive you, eat ſuch things 
4s are ſet before yow, &f, But into whatſoever City you 
enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the 

Streets of the ſam, and'ſay,' Even the very Duſt of your 

City, wh ch cleaveth to 6, , we do wipe off againſt you; 

Luke 10.8, 10, 1zt. Thus:it/ plainly appears, that 

Chriſt's Command was and is,' to preach or miniſter 

Freely, 


The PREF ACA. 


Freely, a$ they then had, and fuch now have, received 
Freely ; and thoſe who are truly his Miniſters, do 
keep this his Command ; and fuch have Power in 
Chriſt to cat ſuch as is ſet before them, by thoſe who 
do receive them;but not to takeTythes orSums of Mo- 
ney,for preaching,from thoſe who do not receive,be- 
lieve nor own their Teſtimony ,nor Sue them at Law, 
to take away or Spoil their Goods, becauſe they refuſe 
to pay them. This PraQtice of the aforeſaid Pricfts is 
contrary to both Law and Goſpel, For when the Fews 
broke the Law of God, in not bringing Tythes into 
his Store-Houſe, we do not read, ' nor believe, that 
God did jmpower Magiſtrates to give Warrants tothe 
Prieſts, under the Law, to diftrain or take away their 
Goods for the ſame, nor to take Double or-Treble the. 
Value of -che Tythes then Due z nor to Impriſoa and 
Oppre(s the Bodies of ſuch Offenders 3. neither was ir 
then ſaid, that ſuch Offenders: did Rob the Prieſts, 
Fat that they Robbed God ; neither were the Priefts 
or Magiſtrates to puniſh them forthis Robbery z but 
the Power of puniſhing of theſe, the great God re- 
ſerved in himElf , and he Blaſted or. Curſed the 
Fruirs of the Earth, as a Puniſhmentfor their Rebel. 


lion, &c, ſee Ma/.3, Dewut. 28. 38, 39, 40. 


Objeion, Some-perhaps may-obje& from the A: 
poſtles words, on the behalf of the aforelaid Prieſts 
of Loudox, and ſay, who goeth a Warfare any 3:me at his 
on Charge? Whe planeeth Vineyard, and eateth-not of 
the Fruit thereof ? who feedeth 4 Flock, and eateth not of 
the Milk of the Flock? | If we ſow unto you Spiritual 
Things, "Wit agreat maiter if we ſball reap of your Carnal 

Ts 


Anſwer 3 
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Avſ. What the Apoſtle faich in this Caſe we own; 
but this is not the Caſe betwixt us and the Priefts a- 
foreſaid : for,Firft, Thoſe Prieſts do not goto War for 
us, bur againft us; therefore we ought not to bear 
the Charge of this their Evil War, 

Secondly, They have not planted us a Vineyard or 
Church unto God ; but we being planted of God, 
they have laboured, and do labour to ſcatter us by 
thew Crueckies and ___ , therefore they ought 
not to have a Reward from us, for whom they do not 
work. 

Thirdly, They donot feed us, who are the Flock 
of God , but on the contrary, their Works againſt us 
have been, and are, to ſeek to weaken, ſtarve and ſcat- 
ter us from tht Fold of our great Shepherd Chrif 
Feſws : But Glory to God, through him, he keeps us, 
who is ſtronger then them all, by whom we are 


thered, perſerved, fed and brought to Peace and Reft 
in him 


Foxrthly, Theſe Prieſts have not ſown, nor do ſow 
unto us Spiritual Things, but on the contrary ; the 
Fruits of the Fleſh, which is Covetouſneſs, &c. they 
have ſownin a plemious manner, to our great W 
and Injury ; therefore we cannot own them as Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, nor conſent to give our Subſtance to 
maintain thera as ſuch , but we have true Love to 
them, and all men, and wecould feed them as our 
Enemies, if we knew they had need thereof, though 
we cannot feed them as the Minifters of Chrift, we 
not belivving them to be ſuch, and that which the 
more confirms us in our Belief, that they are not ſuch, 

. 


The PREFACE. 
4s,ther bcing found in dire&t Oppoſition to the Com- 
mand of Chrift, who ſaith, Fcely ye have Received, 
Faeely Give; and contrary to the Doftrine and Ex- 
ample of the Miniſters of Chriſt, both in their Main- 
tenance and Converſation, ; 

Again , the Apoſtle Ferex writ unto” the Elders 
of the Church of Chriſt, ſaying, The Elders which 
are among you, I exhort, who am alſo an Elder, and witnef 
of the Suffering of Chriſt, and alſo a Partaker of the Glary 
that ſhall be _ ; wn - nee. God, which « 
among y0u. taking the Over. (ight thereof, not by Conftraint, 
los wing z Not for filthy Lucre,but of « Ready Mind ; 
Neither as being Lords over God's Heritage, but being Em 

wes ro the Flock ; ee x Pet. 5. 1, 2, 3- 

Firſt, Obſerve, the Apoſtte Peter,a reft of the 
Elders of the Church of Chriſt were made SUC H 
by Chrift hamfelf, who endued chera with Power 
from on High, for the gremt Work of che Maniftry ; 
and by the ſame means axe all the Elders of 
Church of Chrift made at this Day. 

Secondly, The true Minifters and Elders of the 
Church of Chrift dotake the Over. fight thereof not 
by Conſtraint, but Williagly : God makesrhem wil- 
ing to Chrift's Com» 


preach: Freely, according | 
mand; they do noe take the over-ſight of the Flock 
for filthy Luce, bot of a Mind. Awe, The word 
Luere ſignifies Gain; and filthy Lucre'is Cain it gevien : 
Now that Gain that is gotten 1n breaking the Com- 
mand of Chrift is not well, but ill gotten and ſuch 
is that Gain of the Perſons before-mentioned, which is 
| gottenas aforeſaid. 


Thirdly, 
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- Thrdly, The irve Elders and Miniſters cf :Chaift 
neither were nor arc, Lores over God's Heritage, 
but good Enſamples to the Flock , and. becauſe the 
Perſons before-mentioned do nor abide in the Do, 
Arin2 of Chriſt, neither fullow the Do@rine-or Ex. 
ample of his holy Apoſtles and Elders 1n their Call, 
Miniſtry, Maintgnance and Converſation, therefore 
'we cannot eſteem them the true Miniſters and Elders 
ſet. up by Chriſt; and therefore we cannot pive 
them of our outward Subſtance to uphold x Ha 
as ſuch. The Apoſtle Pau! faith, There were many in 
his dey, who taught that which they ought not for. filthy 
Lucres ſake , (ce Tit. 1. 14. And wehave juſt cauſe to 
ſay there are many ſuch in our day, but-the Lordis 
— them daily more and more, and he will 
bring theſe their Evil Works to an End, inhisa 
pointed Seaſon, which haſtens on apace; and in t 


mean time we are mar _ up to ſuffer what- 


ever the Lord permits our. Adverſaries to infli& upon 
us for the Exerciſe of our tender Conlciences to him, 


Theſe are ſome of the many Reaſons that might be given, 
why we refuſe, and cannot for good Conſcience-ſake 
Pay Tythe; but as we have,ſo we muſt continue bearin 
our Chriſtian-Teſtimony (in the Spirit of Chriſt Jagainſt- 
paying of them, as being contrary to the Doctrine and 
Praftice of our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, and his 


(t) 


"An Account of Goods taken from the 
Peaceable People of God called QUAKERS, 
in the New-buildings in the City of London, 
for Tythes, demanded by the Prieſts in part of 
the Years 1680, and 81. by virtue of Warrants 
granced by Pacient Ward, then\Mayor. 


The 11th of the 11th Moneth, called F 

Aken from George Bradford, Glaſier in Buſb-Lene, in the 
Pariſh of Swithwngs in Londen, for 16 5. demanded for 
two years Tythes for R:ichard Owen, Prieſt of the faid 

'Pariſh, viz. a Pull-up-Jack, and three Pewter Diſhes, the weight 

of the Pewter, and the Names of the Conſtable and ColleQor not 


known. 

*Note, The ſaid George Bradford being now ſummoned before th 

JJ - blk aforeſaid ries complamed, that the laſt nn.norer 
ut 


[ 


.,, Aiftrained from him. (for but 1 I. 16s. demanded) Gapds. to the 
©: value of Six or Seven Pound, andbhad but 205, returned; which 
the Mayor waipleaſed to declate, Was contrary to Law, and 
that he wonld not ſuffer it ; which is jud; e4 might be the occaſion 
of their being (contrary to their wonted Prattice ) ſomething Mode- 
rate now. 
The 7th of the 5th Maneth, called Jply, 168 1. 

Taken from, Fohn Ofoed of Whit Heart Court in Fyimbard- 
Freet, 'Linnen Draper, for 33s. 4.4- demanded for Tythes for 
Dr #rcher (ſo called) Prieſt of Alhallows Lumbard-ftreet, by the 
faid Doctor's man, Sixty Elis of Linnen, valucd ar 9 4. per Ell, 


and coines to 2/7. 5x. $M 
Returned © pw——g 

Detz1incd I— 14 Q : 
Demanded for Tythe;3 þ oi 3 Yemen 


Taken no more over than O-——,01-—-4 
B T hic 


(2) | 
The Priefts Account to Richard Whitpaint, Fuly 8. 1681; 
 Goeds diftr ained of Richard Whitpaine, by virene of my 20rd 
s ft ras Year and Dares 1 Ythes, due - Lakray 
Laff paſt to Dotbor Elkanas Downes, Retter of rhe Pariſh of $;. 
Leonard Eaſt ; and the ſaid Honſe is rated at 11, 25 per 


annum, the whole fry amount to 11. 78. 6d. 
(viz.) Eighty Six ound of Pewter} I. * of d. 
at 


74. per Pond. 1 O2—— 10-—02 
| The Difter”s Tyrhes ks - O1-——079-——06 
The Charges 00—12-——04 

|  Ol——19-10 

' The Goods were appraiſed « 0210-02 
The Overglm Ion 6 | 00——I10—04 


Anaccount of what Pewter it was that was diſtrained from 
Richard Whitpaine, viz. Eight large Pewter Diſhes, four leſſer, 
ſixteen large Plates, and two which if it were to be 

Nos Opin werflns hed 2 Fuſe if the ſaid Richard 
Note, {be 10s. was eto c ? 
Whitpaine, ſealed xp in 4 Pies ary; /4 Gap reſuſed to 


Fecervert. 


The 20th September, 1681. 

Taken from Fobx Neto of the. Liberty of Adartins le Grand in 
London, Perftumer, for 7 5. demanded for one Teges Tythes, the 
Samuel Freeman Prieſt of the Pariſh called Anne and Agnes, 
Pewter Diſhes, weight 9 /. 6; ouz. at 7 4. per Pound, 85g75 

1, . 


.and five Braſs Candleſticks valued at 5 -. 
In all- 10——7 
Demanded 07J—©0 


Taken more than demanded o3-——7 
And no Returns made. 


(3) 
This Diſtreſs was made by Francis Brown, one of the Mayors 
Liberty. 


Officers, and Hemry Wyere, Conſtable of the pforeſaid 


. Ditto Diem. 
Taken from Richard Townſend of Martins le Grand, aforeſaid, 


by the aforeſaid Officer and Conſtable, for 1 5. ring 
the aforeſaid Prieſt, five large Fiſhing-Rods, valued at 3 [, op FA 


Demanded O——15—0 
Taken more than demanded '. TY SP 
And no Returns made. 


The 57th Moneth, 168 1. 
. Taken from William Crouch of the Pariſh called Berner Grace- 
nn | foghenbarry ore er, for 31. 187. 
e year and half Tythes, for Henry Halfteed, 
Prieſt of the aforels/d Pariſh, and for a pretended Arrears 1 1 5. 
24, and Charges 7 5. 4d. Goods tothe value of 41. 14 5. 


L. &.. & 

Demanded 3——1$——0 
Pretended Arrears O— f I-—_—z 
Charges. |, 0—07—0 
qenentamcle 


$o that according to their np. A 
' rears and Charges, they have taken lefs then) o—o02-— 2 
what they make T anwoby 


The Prieſts Bill ro William Baker is as followeth. 


Ottober einng Tywhes - 
Midfs ained for Miniſters they were 
gots at _ p6.a Shillings, and ſold for one Pound 
_—_ Shillings, 
A2 Done 


(4) 
a> 4 


L 
Dae for a Tear and balf Tythes, ending at Chrift-? ,. as 
mas 1680. at 15 $. per Teary comes to=— , TY 
For ) O—— 00 ——4 
For a ©—Q1=—0 
For Diſtreſs O—02——6 
For the Warr ant O©——03——0 
For Pertridge O——00—6 
Spent at Praifung and Diſtraining O—02—— 0 


Am 


—_ 


Comes to | L— --}v 


Taken by Thema: Hewit, Officer, for Prieſt Hedſbis, which 
Goods were t of the Officer by a Neighbour, andreturned 
to me again, and the Money he paid out of Money he 
owed to me, . without any order, and y contrary. to' my 


The 28th of the $1b - 1681, WE 
Taken from Fobx Tyſe, Shoemaker, of the Pariſh calPd Awe 
and Apes, for 2 l. 16s. 10 d. demanded for three years and 
—_— Tythes, for S:mu:l Freeman Pricſt, by Francis Brown 
/ and a Conſtable thar refuſed to tell his Name, forty pair 
of mens Shoes, valued at 7 [. : 
4 Demanded 2— 16—— 10! 


Returned eleaven pair of Shoes, valued at 1 ——-14-——10 


Taken and detained more than demanded L pr. 3! 


or returned 


Here 


- 


(9) 


—_ a IH. 


Here followeth an Acconnt of ſome Diſtreſſes 
that were omitted in the former Impreſſions that 


were printed upon this account. 
; The Gthof the firſt Adneth, called March, 169). 

FO Aken from Waltiats Phillipe by virtue of a Warrant granted 
rat x cen wenn ye « New _ 
date Foe beak, 

i Their Account is as followeth, 
Nr Ju ter rn, 7 . ob” a 
Tis _ 3 .17 00 
Charges 9 1, 
In all 4 "I TY 


No Returns. 


Note, That therereſts in their hands, according to their own 
dccount, 13 5. 26, Beſides the 14. 45. the Brandy was under 
praiſed at, which would make 17. 17 8, 266. 


The 14th day of the ſame Moneth. , 
Tubes fam Ruberd Crige of the cnpnnes ſm, 
aforeſaid Prieſt, by Warrant from the aforeſaid Mayor, and 
the aforeſaid the Sefſ for gl. 25. 3d. demanded wn andy 
$0 couple of Filb, valucd at 44. 164. 8 «. 


Taken 


(6) 


Taken 
Demanded for Tythes 


For Charges 


Demands and Charges 4 


No Returns. So that there reſts in their hands © "Wt 
Notwithſtanding, the Prieſt claims 165. 1 4. to he ſtill dueto 

him; by which it may be concluded, that except he hath above or 

near 205. ' more than his Tythes and es come to (axin 

foregoing caſe of the Brandy he is not por its 

that this, with Oe thee Prattices, will tend ts the 

_ Eye in our neighbour and fellow Citizens,/ by whi 


el Minitere (reptetu or _ dice 


the pimii Miniſters, which too k the Overſight of the 

» Not by Conſtraint, but Willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but 
| of « Ready pH neirher as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but 
being Enſamples fo the Flock. 


The 12th of the gth Moneth, 1679. 
Taken from William Crowch of the Pariſh called Bennet ohys 
Church, by virtne of a Warrant granted by Robret Cl 
Mayor, unto Henry Halſteed, Prieſt of the aforeſaid 
ome year and # halt Tythes, reckoned at 3 /. 18 s (oy Tin - 
of Ball- Alley in Lumbard-ſtreet ) the Goods following 
' A picte of Say that coſt g.-.; 438 « 6 
But appraiſed by them at t. -A--> 
[n Ticking 61 yardsat 14 d. per yard, comest0 3 ,1il 423 


Which makes at the lowelſt rate 


Demanded for Tythes 
Account.for Charges 


Taken more then the Charges and Deman 
And no Returns. - 


(7) 
T Yet did the Officer the next time make OATH, That there 
was 117. 2d. ſtill due. But deſire, that God -may give bim a 
| Heartto repent ofthis his Evil,leſt chat Lake(which all Swearery, 
as well as Lyars muſt have their partin). which borheth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, be his Portion. 


The 22d of the 4th Moneth, 1680. 
Taken from Willem Baker, by Warrant from Robert Clayton, 
Mayor, 'hy Fohn Feſſe and 'Edmend Bowley, Clerk the Tyrt Pariſh, | 
yy EN 


with a Conſtable and aPorter, for 24. 5.5. 
Dr Afon (fo called 
yas the 1ſt Moneth, 


iſers valued at 31. 3s. A Note 


I VT rhe Prieff for Tyiher © fo, 004, 
' To Charge, Expence and Appraiſmet© 14 10 
Which Goods, after they had remained in the faid Clerks 
hands above a year, the ſaid Dr Afor did deny the tiling of 
them by his order, andordered they ſhould be delivered to 
"=, which was accordingly done, without demanding any thing 
F-. | ' . Sw 4 | 
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